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Harold Edward Monk, 1898-1976

Harold Edward Monk, Public Aoalyst and Official Agricultural Analyst for the County of Kent
from 1946 to 1963, died on 7 January 1976 at the age of78.

Monk was born on 30 November 1898. He was educated at the Wallasey Grammar School, on
leaving which he entered a bank; but he joined the Army in 1917 and seNed in the Tank Corps
until 1919. After demobilisation he went to Liverpool Univemity and obtained all Honours Degree
in Chemistry in 1922. He then became an assistant analyst in the laboratoly of the Liverpool Prblic
Analyst, Professor W. H. Robe s, and while in his employ he worked fot and obtained what was
then i'The Fellowship of the Royal Institute of Chemistry, Branch E (The Chemistry and Micro-
scopy ofFood, Drugs and Water)" but is now known more simply and perhaps more imposingly as
the Mastership in Chemical Analysis. Armed with this qualiflcation, he applied successfully lor
the post of Public Analyst for the City of Salford: he used to say that at the age of 29 he was at
thattime theyoungest Public Analvst in the country.

In 1936 he was appointed Public and Offlcial Agricultural Analyst for the County ofWorcester-
shire, in succession to C. C. Duncan. Duncan had made aepresentations to the County Council,
some time before his retirement, that improvements to the laboratory were urge[tly needed; and
MoDt reaped the benefit of Duncan's efforts, taking over a laboratory that had been extetrded and
equipped with new apparatus at a cost of f3.200, which in those days was no small sum. The
mbdein Public Analyii will be very surprised to learn that Monk's laboratory undertook not oniy
the usual chemical aild bacteriological analyses of food, drugs and water but also the examinatiofl
ofsamples ol sputum lor T.B. and throat srvabs for diphtheiia; the Worcestershire Daily Times,in
Noveniber 1936 published an account of a visit to the iew laboratories ("a scientific wonderland")
and an ilteNiew with the new County Analyst, from which it appeared that in the previoLrs year,
16,000 bacteriological examinations liad been made, "chiefly for diphtheria and tuberculosis".

Monk moved a-gain io 1946, whefl he was appointed as Public Anilyst and Official Agricultural
Analyst for the Kent County Couocil. He regretted goiflg from his fine laboratory at Worceste.
to a very old Iaboratory in tie County Hall at [{aidstJne; "but it was not long befora he persuaded
the Co;nty CoLrncil to-reconstruct aid modernise the laboratory and its equ'iprnent, and he had a
major share in the design ofthe new laboratories, of \\hich he was very proud. He re,llalned wltn
Kent until his retirementin 1963.

For information about Monk's career up to his Kent appointment-I have always regretted that
I did not meet him until the early 1940s-I am ind€bred to his older daughte. Mrs Barbara tarfl-
shaw and to Dr G. H. Walkei, sometime Public Analr-'st for Lancashire, who went thlough
Liverpool University with Monk and was his lilelong friend. Walker, speaking ol Monk s (and-
his own) first employer, Professo. Roberts, says in a lEtter to me that he ;as "wh1t I ca Il aPA of
lhe old school. Heiook a grear pride in his piolession, nT ade every effort to further the interests of
P.A.'i, and interested hinrseif closely in the S.P.A.O.A.C. and its aommittees . . . Roberts imbued
this spirit in his staff and particularly in Harold." Ali lvho knew Monk p.ofessiorally wili agree
that what Walker has said of Robe s was applicable word for word to Monk.

Thus it \,vas obvious that he would takA'a great interest iI1, and work dcvotedl] for. 6rst th"
Public Analvsts' Committee of the old S-P-A.O-A-C. (he edited the Bulletins this Cornmittee Istued
to all Pubii; Analysts from time to time) and then iti more omcial successor, the Association-,.of
which he was (lik; me) a founder membir in Novernber 1953. As such, he \,r'as a member of its
Couflcil; in 1955 he was elected Ho[orary Treasurer and held that post until 1957, when he became
vice-President and ill 195B, President. Afterhis ierm ofolice he cbqtinued to serve the Council as
a Past-President until 1966. when he brought io a close a continuolrs 13+ years of service or the
Council. Moreover, he was also an active irember ofthe Standards Comu:tiitee of the Association,
actifig as its Chair]nan for a period, and took part in many negotiations with the Trade leading to
vol.rnlary agreements relatin! to stindards of 6omposition aod-labelling. He was a most valuable
member ofCouncil; he nevei proposed or suppoited a course of action without first listening to
and considerins rvhit others h;d to say, but once he had made up his mind, he stuck to his views
with rugged peisistence (or extreme obsiinacy, depending on whether oae agieed with him or not).
AIuay: he wis nrindful ol lhe necessi(v of behaving to*ards LhJ Minislry. Local AulhoriLy organ-
isations, and all rhe orher omcial bodies with *hich-the A.P.A. hd) to deil, l.1 d nla,1ner that woLrld
maintain afld if possible enhance its prestige and professional standing. Public Ana]ysts in
general owe him agreat debt for helpirg to ste;r the A:P.A. along the right l-ines, partic(Llarly iLr the
early days when th;se lines were ndt c-learly delioed, and all wh-o knei and worked withhimwill
remember hio] with admimtion aDd respect.

105



106 OBITUARY

Socially, Harold got on well with everybody and was a popular man; but he had few close
friends. He had a keen sense of humout and was a good rdcorzte,r; he ''ias intercsted in almost
everv kind o[ menlal activity. bur parricularly in book.. plavs. music lWdgnerian opera was his
speciality) and bridge. He grearly enjoyed foreign lravel.and myr\ileand Iujll alwaysremember
a f_orinight we spent ill Morocco with Harold and a friend of his (male!) as one of the happiest
holidays we have ever had. He was physicatly active, too; he had played rugby at Birkeirhead
Park as a young manand was a strong swimmer, and he was an e[thusiastic golfer almost right up
to the time ol his death.

His daughter Barbara says ofhim "Hewas full of fun and so alive... he has left us many moments
to remember and smile or laugh at. He taught us how to work and also how to play . . . he left us
a gap not to be filled." That last rcmark will be echoed sadly both by his friends and by the other
membem ol his family (another daughter Phyllis and a son Peter): yet all of us who knew him will
aemember him with affeciion and happines,. 

". 
C. WooD
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