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Richard Williarn Sutton

Richald William Sutton died on 15 N{arch, 1982, aeed 82. I{e h3d been a widower for 8
yeals and had no family. A sister and two brothers ale bereaved.

After a short period in the Navy during the 1914-18 war, Sulton gradLlated from Manchesier and
went to woak with Trotman in Notljngham-.--for a time withort pay! He then worked fo. Tickie
in Exeter and then moved to Leeds as deplrty City Analyst to Mxnley. In 1933 he was appoiited
County Analyst for Derbyshire and Borough Analyst Ibr Derby. He retireC in 1964. For many
years before his retirement, and for'a short time afterwards, Sutlon servcd on the Food Standards
Committee. He was awarded the O.B.E. in 1956.

Sutton was a fine Analyst, with a wide kno\rledge of tho literdture on his subject aod an elegant
technique in the iaboratory. He took over an alnost ,_nolibund Derbyshire laboratory and revived
it by introducing new slaff, new apparatus and a 1iew approach. Durilg this time he supervised a
wide ralge of investi gational work. He had published papers in his earlier days, but ofthe Derby-
shire work only that on lard. benzoic acid, and freezing point of milk was published. Perhaps this
was the perfectionist not being satisfied that his worl( had been properly completed. Ho\rever,
extensive work v/as done on neat products, gelatine, cider and shery, trace netals includiig the
analytical work on SBayback ill lanrbs, colo,lring matter in fcods and, just prior to retirement, a
vast amount of ivork on peaticides in food.

SuttoD was an austere man who sulTered fools hardly at all, but he could be an anusiDg colieague
when he rciaxed. He was probsbly seen at ilis best when his friends oi his coileagues were jn
trouble then he can]e cut as a kind, helpfui and pnctical man who would take endless pains to
help.

In his early days Sutlon was a 6lle spoltsman. A County tennis player, a County hockey player,
a more than useful cdcketer. He later became a 4 handicap goller. However, his main jnlerest
was the countryside. He spent ftany hours shooting with his friend from Univercity days, the late
Graham Sherratt.

Sutton, although oDe of the founder members of the APA, uever took much part in its affairs.
He was active in ihe oid SPA arrd served on the Council. FIe, along with the late tr{arold Monk,
vr'as an active iegotiator lor the ptoper status and remuneration ofAnalysts. We could have used
two such formidsble negotiators more tecently.

The Association was represented at the funeral by the Secretary, -T. B. Aldred, Past President
J. Markland, and M. W. \Vhitworth of the l)erbyshire Iaboratory. 
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