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There has been a tremendous change in the last decade in the way in which
food is manufactured, distributed and sold. A change which calls for a new
look at sampling techniques.

It has long bccn recognizcd that an analysis, holvever expertly carried out, is
only as good as the sample taken for analysis. lt not only has to be representa-
tive of the material to be examined but also it must provide information for the
appropliate local government oficers properly to enforce the law in the spirit
and context in which it was made.

The symposium had amongst the delegates, experts from many disciplines
including representatives of government and industry. The substance of the
papers presented ar.rd the subsequent discussions highlight the difficulties in
harmonization of local, nationai and international legislation.

There is no doubt that in order for the total enforcement procedute to function
adequately more resources will need to be provided and I am sure that the
authofitatiye opinions expressed in the follou.ing papers will lead the way to
more efficient use of the services provided by local authorities.
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